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God is love; and he that dwelleth in
love dwelleth in God, and God in him.
1John 4:16
JUSTICE fills the measure full, but
love shakes it, presses it down, heaps it up

“GOD IS LOVE”
R5417 “God is the very personification of
sympathy and love. As the Scriptures de-
clare, "God is Love."

R5369 “The Lord especially delights to see
us cultivate His own spirit of love and kind-
ness and generosity. "God is Love..."

HE THAT DWELLETH IN LOVE
DWELLETH IN GOD AND
GOD IN HIM

R3251 "He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him"(1Jn 4:16)...The only
reasonable interpretation is that we dwell in
the love and favor, and in the spirit or dis-
position of God; and that his spirit or dispo-
sition dwells in us. Thus God by his in-
dwelling spirit works in us to will and to do
his good pleasure (Phil. 2:13); and we are
reckoned as not in the flesh, but in the spirit,
if the Spirit of God dwells in us.-Rom. 8:8,9

Let us endeavor to have more and more
of the mind, the Spirit of God—to have his
Word abide in us richly (John 15:7; Col.
3:16)—to have and to keep his command-
ments, that the abiding presence of the Fa-
ther and the Son may be with us; and that,
realizing that the Christ-character and life
are definitely formed in us, the hope of glo-
ry may be ours; for our Lord said, "Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but
he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven." (Matt. 7:21.) How careful then
should we be in seeking both to know and to
do the will of God.”
R3707 “JUSTICE, WISDOM, LOVE AND
POWER... The heavenly Father...is abso-
lutely perfect in every quality of his being,
and...preserves each of his qualities intact
without allowing them to interfere the one
with the other... Thus, with the Almighty,
justice is declared to be the very foundation
of his throne, his government. Nothing can
ever be done by the Almighty that can vio-
late his justice. Whatever his wisdom and
love and power may plan must all be
brought into full accord and alignment with
this fundamental element of his character, of
his government--justice. He cannot exercise
love at the expense of his justice, but only in
harmony with it.”

R5604 “LOVE SUPERADDED TO JUS-
TICE... If the children of God do not care-
fully cultivate the quality of justice, they
will get themselves into that attitude where
they will not appreciate justice at all. But
while appreciating what is right and what is
wrong, we are to go further, and see that we
cultivate diligently the quality of love, sym-
pathy, charity.”

R5884 “JUSTICE, EQUITY, A CHRIS-
TIAN QUALITY... It would appear that
many Christian people spend years of their

and overflows justice. It is therefore some-
thing not to be demanded, nor its lack to be
complained of, but to be gratefully appreci-
ated as a favor and to be generously recip-
rocated. Every one who craves it at all
should crave it in its highest sense--the

experience without making any great pro-
gress. One difficulty leading up to this con-
dition is a failure to recognize the basic
principles underlying the Divine Laws,
which apply to us from the moment we are
adopted into the Lord's family. The first of
these basic principles is justice. We need to
learn more and more clearly what are our
own rights and the rights of our fellow crea-
tures in the Church and out of the Church.
We need to learn how to measure the affairs
of ourselves and of others with the plummet
of justice, and to recognize that we must not
under any circumstances or conditions in-
fract the rights, interests or liberties of oth-
ers--that to do so would be wrong, sinful,
contrary to the Divine will, and a serious
hindrance to our growth in grace. Secondly,
we must learn to esteem love next to justice
in importance in the Divine Code. By love
we mean, not amativeness nor soft senti-
mentality, but that principle of kindness,
sympathy, consideration and benevolence
which we see manifested in our Heavenly
Father and in our Lord Jesus.

In proportion as we grow up in the
Lord, strong in Him, it must be along the
lines of these elements of His character.
More and more we must appreciate and
sympathize with others in their trials and
difficulties and afflictions; more and more
we must become gentle, patient, kind to-
ward all, but especially toward the House-
hold of Faith. All the graces of the Spirit are
elements of love. God is love; and whoever
Ireceives of His Spirit receives the spirit of
ove...

The love begotten of sympathy and fel-
lowship is also very precious. But any sen-
timent that comes merely in response to a
demand, is deprived of love's choicest aro-
ma. Therefore never demand love, but ra-
ther by manifestation of it toward others
court its reciprocation. The love of pity is
not called out by the nobility of the subject,
but rather by the nobility of the bestower,
whose heart is so full of love that it over-
flows in generous impulses toward even the
unworthy. All of the objects of pity, howev-
er, are not unworthy of love in the higher
senses; and some such often draw upon our
love in every sense.

SELFISH, ONE-SIDED VIEW

To demand Love's overflow of blessing-
-which is beyond the claim of justice--is
only an exhibition of covetousness. We may
act on this principle of love ourselves, but
we may not claim it from others. If we do,
we manifest a lack of love and the posses-
sion of a considerable measure of selfish-
ness...

Cannot all see that love and justice
should work both ways; that it is the duty of
each not to oversee others in these respects,
but to look well to his own course, to see
that he manifests brotherly love; and that if
he would teach others, it should be rather by
example than by precept?

R3070 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2008)

sense of admiration and reverence. But this
sort of love is the most costly, and the only
way to secure it is to manifest that nobility
of character which calls it forth from others
who are truly noble. Z2.'02-266 R3071:1

LET LOVE REIGN SUPREME...

There is nothing much more unbecom-
ing and unlovely in the children of God than
a disposition to petty criticism of the indi-
vidual affairs of one another. It is a business
too small for the saints, and manifests a sad
lack of that brotherly love which should be
especially manifest in broad and generous
consideration, which would rather cover a
multitude of sins than to magnify one.

The Christian is to have the loving,
generous disposition of heart--a copy of the
Heavenly Father's disposition. In trivial
affairs he is to have so much sympathy and
love that he will take no notice, just as God
for Christ's sake deals with us and does not
impute sin to us, except as it represents
knowledge and wilfulness. With such a rule
operating amongst Christians, a determina-
tion not to recognize as an offense anything
that is not purposely done, or intended as an
offense, would be a great blessing to all, and
the proper, God-like course. The transgres-
sions to which our Lord refers in Matthew
18:15-17, are not the trivial affairs of no
consequence, are not evil surmisings and
imaginings, are not rumors, are not fancied
insults, but positive wrongs done us, and on
account of which it is our duty, kindly and
lovingly and wisely, to give some proper
rebuke--some intimation that we recognize
the wrong and that it has grieved us and hurt
us and needs correction.

The disposition to forgive should be
with us always, and should be manifested
by us at all times. Our loving generosity,
our kindness and our desire to think no evil
or as little evil as possible, should be mani-
fested by all the words and acts of life. This
is God-like. God had a kind, benevolent,
generous sentiment toward us even while
we were yet sinners. Nor did He wait for the
sinners to ask forgiveness, but promptly
manifested His desire for harmony and His
readiness to forgive. The, whole Gospel
Message is to this effect: "Be ye reconciled
to God." Our hearts should be so full of this
disposition toward forgiveness that our fac-
es would not have a hard look, nor our
words of reproof a bitter sting. We should
manifest the loving forgiveness that we
should have in our hearts at all times.

May love and justice find their proper,
relative places in the hearts of all of God's
people, that so the enemy may have no oc-
casion to glory! The Psalmist said, "O how
love | Thy Law [the Law of Love whose
foundation is justice]! It is my meditation all
the day." (Psalm 119:97.) Surely, if God's
Law were the constant meditation of all,
there would be fewer and less glaring mis-
takes than we often see! Let us watch and be
sober, that the Adversary and our fallen
flesh may not gain an advantage over us as
New Creatures. Let SELF be more and
more eliminated and LOVE reign supreme.”

THE CLAIMS OF LOVE AND JUSTICE

THERE IS NOTHING more necessary to the peace and pros-
perity of the Church of God than that its members should have a
clear understanding and appreciation of moral principles, with a full

determination to be controlled by them. Even among Christians
there are often differences of opinion, with reference to principles of
action, which greatly interfere with spiritual growth and prosperity.



Such difficulties most frequently arise through a failure to rightly
distinguish between the relative claims of love and justice. There-
fore we deem it profitable briefly to consider these principles and
their operation among the children of God.

Justice is sometimes represented by a pair of evenly poised bal-
ances, and sometimes by the square and compass, both of which are
fitting emblems of its character. Justice knows no compromise and
no deviation from its fixed rule of action. It is mathematically pre-
cise. It gives nothing over for "good weight" or "good measure:"
there is no grace in it, no heart, no love, no sympathy, no favor of
any kind. It is the cold, calculating, exact measure of truth and right-
eousness. When justice is done, there is no thanks due to the one
who metes it out: such a one has only done a duty, the neglect of
which would have been culpable, and the doing of which merits no
favor or praise. And yet, cold, firm and relentless as this principle is,
it is declared to be the very foundation of God's throne. It is the
principle which underlies all his dealings with all his creatures: it is
his unchangeable business principle. And how firmly he adheres to
it is manifest to every one acquainted with the plan of salvation, the
first step of which was to satisfy the claims of justice against our
race. Though it cost the life of his only begotten and well beloved
Son to do this, so important was this principle that he freely gave
him up for us all--to satisfy its legal claims against us.

The principle of love, unlike that of justice, overflows with
tenderness and longs to bless. It is full of grace, and delights in the
bestowment of favor. It is manifest, however, that no action can be
regarded as a favor or a manifestation of love, which has not under-
neath it the substantial foundation of justice. Thus, for instance, if
one comes to you with a gift, and at the same time disregards a just
debt to you, the gift falls far short of appreciation as an expression
of love; and you say, We should be just before we attempt to be
generous.

And this is right: if justice is the foundation principle in all of
God's dealings, it should be in ours also; and none the less so among
brethren in Christ than among those of the world. As brethren in
Christ, we have no right to presume upon the favor of one another.
All that we have a right to claim from one another is simple justice--
justice in the payment of our honest debts to each other, justice in
our judgment one of another (which must make due allowance for
frailties, etc., because we realize in ourselves some measure of simi-
lar imperfection), and justice in fair and friendly treatment one of
another. This is all we have any right to claim; and we must also
bear in mind that while we have a right to claim this for ourselves
frr10m others, we are just as fully obligated to render the same to
them.

But while we may claim justice--though there is no obligation
to demand it for ourselves, and we may if we choose even suffer
injustice uncomplainingly-- we must, if we are Christ's, render it. In
other words, we are not responsible for the actions of others in these
respects, but we are responsible for our own. And, therefore, we
must see to it that all our actions are squared by the exact rule of
justice, before we ever present a single act as an expression of love.

The principle of love is not an exact principle to be measured
and weighed like that of justice. It is three-fold In its character, be-
ing pitiful, sympathetic or reverential, according to the object upon
which it is centered. The love of pity is the lowest form of love: it
takes cognizance of even the vile and degraded, and is active in
measures of relief. The love of sympathy rises higher, and proffers
fellowship. But the love of reverence rises above all these, and de-
lights in the contemplation of the good, the pure and the beautiful. In
this latter sense we may indeed love God supremely, as the personi-
fication of all that is truly worthy of admiration and reverence, and

our fellow men in proportion as they bear his likeness.

Although we owe to every man the duty of love in some one of
these senses, we may not demand it one of another, as we may the
principle of justice; for love is the overflow of justice. }ustice fills
the measure full, but love shakes it, presses it down, heaps it up and
overflows justice. It is therefore something not to be demanded, nor
its lack to be complained of, but to be gratefully appreciated as a
favor and to be generously reciprocated. Every one who craves it at
all should crave it in its highest sense--the sense of admiration and
reverence. But this sort of love is the most costly, and the only way
to secure it is to manifest that nobility of character which calls it
forth from others who are truly noble.

The love of sympathy and fellowship is also very precious; but,
if it come merely in response to a demand, it comes robbed of its
choicest aroma: therefore never demand it, but rather by manifesta-
tion of it toward others court its reciprocation.

The love of pity is not called out by the nobility of the subject,
but rather by the nobility of the bestower, who is so full of the prin-
ciple of love that it overflows in its generous impulses toward even
the unworthy. All of the objects of pity are not, however, unworthy
of love in the higher senses; and some such often draw upon our
love in all the senses.

To demand love's overflow of blessing--which is beyond the
claims of justice--is only an exhibition of covetousness. We may act
on this principle of love ourselves, but we may not claim it from
others. The reverse of this exhibits a manifest lack of love and a
considerable measure of selfishness.

Thus, for instance, two of the Lord's children were once room-
ing together and, through a failure to rightly consider the relative
claims of love and justice, one presumed upon the brotherly love of
the other to the extent of expecting him to pay the entire rent; and
when the other urged the claims of justice, he pushed the claim of
brotherly love, and the former reluctantly yielded to it, not knowing
how to refute the claim, yet feeling that somehow some Christians
had less principle than many worldly people. How strange that any
of God's children should take so narrow and one-sided a view! Can-
not all see that love and justice should work both ways and that it is
the business of each not to oversee others in these respects, but to
look well to his own course, and, if he would teach others, let it be
rather by example than by precept?

Let us beware of a disposition to covetousness, and let each
remember that he is steward over his own goods, and not over his
neighbor's, and that each is accountable to the Lord, and not to his
brother, for the right use of that which the Master has entrusted to
him. There is nothing much more unlovely and unbecoming to the
children of God than a disposition to petty criticism of the individual
affairs of one another. It is a business too small for the saints, and
manifests a sad lack of that brotherly love which should be specially
manifest in broad and generous consideration, which would rather
cover a multitude of sins than magnify one.

May love and justice find their proper and relative places in the
hearts of all of God's people, that so the enemy may have no occa-
sion to glory! The Psalmist says, "Oh, how love | thy law [the law of
love, whose foundation is justice]! it is my meditation all the day."
(Psa. 119:97.) Surely, if it were the constant meditation of all, there
would be fewer and less glaring mistakes than we often see. Let us
watch and be sober, that the enemy may not gain an advantage over
us.

{1} Feb. 29 Manna, 1 John 4:16
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THE GREATEST THING IN THE UNIVERSE
PART I1--PHILOSOPHY OF THE ATTITUDE OF SYMPATHY

BE ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one anoth-
er, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." "For if ye do
not forgive those who trespass against you, neither will your Father
in Heaven forgive you." This means that if we would insist upon
having from others abject acknowledgement of everything that is
wrong, and if we carry this matter of judgment to an extreme, it
would indicate that our own hearts are in a wrong condition. And
then the best thing that could be done for us by the Lord would be to
give us some of our own medicine. By this He would be teaching us
a corrective lesson, that thus we might become sympathetic toward
others.

This matter, then, of forgiveness and sympathy toward the
world, is one that God inculcates or enjoins upon His children after
they come into His family. And this is in order to give us education.

"For what son is he whom the father correcteth not?" "For if we be
without chastisement,...then are...we not sons." These lessons are
intensified to us as we grow in grace and in knowledge.--Hebrews
12:7,8.

As our knowledge increases, we see how all fell through one
man's disobedience. And this gives us a basis for sympathy. And our
sympathy increases as we become more mature children of God.
God desires this, that by the time we are ready to graduate, we will
be very helpful. This should become the pleasure of our hearts-- to
be sympathetic with our enemies, no matter how they treat us. We
know that they are doing these things because of the Adversary's
influence over them. And we should desire to bless them and to do
them all the good we can. The fact that they have done evil to us
should not alter our attitude toward them--to do good unto all men



as we have opportunity, praying for those who despitefully use us
and persecute us.

The thought would not be that we should especially devote our
prayers to our enemies and persecutors, but rather that we should
pray for them instead of against them. Some who are immature in
spiritual things might think, "I will pray to God to punish them." But
Jesus says we are not to do that. "Pray for your enemies." What shall
we ask for them? He does not tell us this. The best thing we could
ask for them would be that we might be used, or useful, if possible,
in breaking this superstition upon them, that the eyes of their under-
standing might be opened. That is the very best thing we could ask
for them. We may pray for them along that line, and God will bless
us. And if it is possible for us to be helpful to them, God will show
us how to do it.

JUSTICE FIRST, LOVE FOLLOWED

God is very great. We are very small. It is a wonderful thing to
be informed that God loves us! The heathen religions seem to rec-
ognize nothing of this kind. The thought that pervades their votaries
is that their gods need to be placated, or they will do them injury.
And as for a God of love--that is a thought peculiar to the teachings
of the Bible, and this feature of His character is not clearly exhibited
in the Old Testament Scriptures--in His dealings with the Israelites.
God manifested most plainly His Justice, and allowed the penalty to
come upon the sinner. We are sure that He loves the angels. But man
God placed under a ban and sentence. And year by year and century
by century that sentence was executed.

Then the proposition was made by the Lord that Israel might
come back into His favor, if they would keep the Law; and it again
looked favorable for them. But Israel failed. When man became
degraded, sick, dying, humanity lost their beauty in God's sight.
Man lost the gem--like qualities that made him pleasing to God.
"We have all sinned and come short of the glory of God."

We come down to the New Testament times, and find a new
thing brought in--a double testimony--that God loved the whole
world, even while they were sinners, and also the testimony that He
loves the Church. "God so loved the world that He gave His Only
Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." The penalty upon mankind was to perish,
as being unfit to live and enjoy God's blessing. God had a sympa-
thetic love for all His creatures who were under such condemnation.
How was this love shown? We make inquiries and find out that the
first manifestation of His Love was that He gave His Son to die for
the world. Here He was merely beginning to show us how great He
is and how great is His Love.

THE BASIS OF GOD'S LOVE

The Scriptures assure us that the great difficulty with mankind
is that they are weak, fallen, ignorant, under bonds of superstition
and misled by the Adversary. It is because God saw that the hearts
of humanity are not really in that deplorable condition intentionally
or deliberately that He has provided the way of escape. If we were
wilfully, intentionally wicked, then the Lord would have no sympa-
thy for us at all. When God looks at us as a race, He perceives that
only very few have any knowledge of Him and of His character of
Justice, Wisdom, Mercy and Love, and of the principles of His Gov-
ernment. And so God said, | will see what can be done with these
creatures; | will make a Plan by which every one of them may be
recovered through the gift of My beloved Son, the Logos. They shall
be lifted up out of sin and degradation, and it will be the only lesson
of the exceeding wickedness of sin that they will need throughout
eternity. | will make the provision broad enough to include Adam
and all his race.

THE MANIFESTATION OF GOD'S LOVE

The first feature of this Plan began to be manifested when our
Lord Jesus came into the world. So the Scriptures say that Christ
"brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel." What
good tidings did He bring? Blessings for all of humanity who would
seek Him in honesty and earnestness of heart! He brought the good
tidings that all who would manifest their love for Him should have
eternal life; and that a special class, who would manifest special
love for the Lord, might become heirs of God and joint-heirs with
Jesus Christ His Son. "So great salvation began to be spoken by our
Lord."--2 Tim. 1:10; Heb. 2:3.

Not all can hear this Message, because some are so stupid
through the blinding of the Adversary that they cannot believe it. To
such it is not good tidings at all, but foolishness. Such have no ears
to hear, the Bible says. Others can hear a little, and say that there is
one chance in a million of escaping eternal torment. Others have
their eyes and ears more widely open, and these are able to hear
something, to appreciate something more than the majority. The
Apostle tells us that "the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them that believe not."--2 Cor. 4:4.

Looking back to the days of Jesus we find that, when He
preached, many of the people delighted to hear His words. They
said, "Never man spake like this man." He told the people that God
loved them. And the people said, The Scribes and Pharisees will not
have anything to do with us; but this man loves us and tells us that
God loves us, that God does not despise even us poor miserable
sinners! Oh, "never man spake like this man"!

But their minds not being free, they were not able to appreciate
all that He said. They thought that this Message which He brought
them might be fabrication, and they dared not believe it. They
asked, Have any of the Scribes and Pharisees believed and become
Jesus' disciples? And when they learned that not many of them had,
they said: Perhaps we are incompetent to judge; these are our lead-
ers, we must follow them.

But there were some who were able to take in the matter more
fully. And to these Jesus said, "Blessed are your eyes, for they see;
and your ears, for they hear." Then to these who could see and hear
Jesus gave certain special lessons applicable to them--and not only
to them, but to a certain like company, or class, all the way down
through the Age. He told them that because they manifested a re-
sponsiveness of heart they were pleasing to Him. He told them that
in proportion as they would make progress in imitating Him, in that
same proportion they would come into fellowship with the Father
and become participants in His Love.

And when some took this step of consecration, Jesus told them,
"The Father Himself loveth you"--He loves you because you have
taken a stand for righteousness; because when you saw these princi-
ples of righteousness you were willing to do in accordance there-
with. And the Father loves you because you are seeking to walk in
the narrow way--the way which is difficult. The other way is a
broad way, leading now to death and destruction. But this narrow
way that I am pointing out to you, My dear disciples, is the way to
life. It will cost you a great deal to be My disciples. But the Father
will love you, and I will love you, and We will manifest Ourselves
to you. And although you will have trials and difficulties you will
have the peace of God ruling in your hearts. Then the disciples said
they would leave all to follow Him.

HOW TO KEEP OURSELVES
IN GOD'S LOVE

The Apostle Jude admonishes, "Keep yourselves in the Love of
God." Here the Apostle is addressing those who have passed from
the condition of the world into this special love of God--those whom
He has brought into His family, as His children by adoption, through
Christ Jesus. God does not love us because we are doing great and
wonderful things. His special love for us began when He begat us,
because of the consecration we had made--because we had entered
into the Covenant of Sacrifice. And the Father delights in all those
who desire to be sealed with His Spirit--who desire to become His
children. He began thus to love us as babes in Christ, and He loves
us as we grow stronger, and He will love us to the end!

The Apostle intimates that there is a growth in us. We are babes
at first, and then children, then young men, then more fully devel-
oped. As we learn the principles of justice which permeate the
Heavenly Father's character, we are to rejoice in these, and to have
no other standards before our mind. We are to say, That is our Fa-
ther's instruction, our Father's standard. So we become transformed
more and more, and all standards other than those of the Heavenly
Father become more and more displeasing to us.

As we journey along, we need to keep ourselves in the Love of
God. It is necessary as babes that we should keep ourselves in His
Love; it is necessary as children; it is necessary when still further
developed. How can we do this? By keeping His commandments.
Thus we bring the body into subjection to the perfect will of God in
Christ. Whoever does this finds himself growing. Day by day we are
to grow and increase and become more and more Godlike; so we are
more and more transformed as the days go by. Thus are we to keep
ourselves in His Love.

But if at any time during the race we should drop out and cease
to cultivate these qualities, cease to be obedient to God, then we
would cease more and more to have His Love, until finally we
would cease to be in His Love, and the curse, the wrath of God,
would abide on us. Thus we would be in a far worse condition than
at first, because in the second case it would be a matter of
knowledge, whereas in the first case it was a matter of ignorance, a
matter of heredity. In this worse condition God would have no sym-
pathy for us at all.

Thus it will be with the world in the future, when they will be
brought in God's providence to a full knowledge and full opportuni-
ty, when they shall come to understand God and His righteousness.
If they do not seek to be in harmony with Him, they will be de-
stroyed in the Second Death.—1 Tim. 2:4; Acts 3:22,23.



OUR HIGHEST AMBITION

The Lord Jesus said, "This is life eternal, that they might know
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent."”
Our love for God and God's Love for us are two different matters, of
course. We reverence God even before we love Him. We do not
know enough about Him at first to love Him. We know that we have
very little power of ourselves, that we are surrounded by difficulties
here, and that the Adversary has beset us on every side. And so this
isfthedbeginning of Wisdom, that we should have a reverential fear
of God.

As we come to know God more and more, we see that He
would not wish to do harm to any creature. And as we grow in our
knowledge of God, our love for Him increases accordingly. We
grow in our knowledge of how much He loves us. We did not know
this at first. God is not pleased to reveal Himself to any except those
who have His Spirit; therefore the very highest ambition any of us
could have would be that we might know Him, that we might know
more of His wonderful Love, His wonderful peace, because to have
this knowledge draws us nearer to God. As St. Jude says, we must
continue to keep ourselves in the Love of God.

Whoever would come to a full knowledge of God must first
come to an appreciation of His Word and must follow a line of obe-
dience such as would enable him to love the Lord and to appreciate
His Plan. And all things working together--love, appreciation, desire
to be obedient --lead onward and upward to the goal which the Lord
has set before us.

WHAT CONSTITUTES GOD'S LOVE

The expression Word of God is sometimes used when speaking
of the Bible, and sometimes when meaning a message of God. Our
allegiance is due to the One from whom we have received every
good and every perfect gift. There is an eminent fitness in the
thought that the One who has given us life should have our attention
to His Word, our obedience to it. Some are disposed to be self-
willed; some disposed to regard the words of man, the creeds of
man. Such do not pay sufficient attention to the Word of God.

God's Word is the great Standard by which all of His people
should regulate their lives. We might have some thought respecting
the Divine Plan, or others might make suggestions to us respecting
God's will. But any suggestions, whether from ourselves or others,
are all to be subject to investigation in the light of God's Word. Of
course, we are first to ascertain that the claim of the Bible to be the
Word of God is supported by really good evidence; then we are also
to notice whether various portions are interpolations, or additions,
that we may have the Word of God as pure as possible. But having
found the Word of God, we should keep it, in the sense of reverenc-
ing it and obeying it. We should strive to regulate our lives and all of
our doings by that Word. Whoso keepeth God's Word will as a result
find that God's Love is perfected in Him.--1 John 2:5.

The question then arises, What is God's Love? and in what
sense can it be perfected in us? The Apostle John evidently refers to
that love which is most perfectly represented in God--that love
which is pure, free from all selfishness, from all stain--God's Love,
because it is the right principle, the very underlying principle of His
character. And all those who are keeping God's Word must have the
same kind of love that He has.

At first we had a duty love. We knew that God had done great
things for us, for which we should be very thankful. There was a
debt of obligation on us in that respect. Then, too, we loved God
because He has indicated that He will give His favor to those who
love Him. Therefore a measure of selfishness would be in our love
for a time. But we believe it is possible for us to have this perfect
love of God. If it were perfect works of the flesh that were required,
we might doubt our ability to have perfection. But since it is a mat-
ter of the heart, it is possible for us to attain it; for we can be pure in
heart. So as our hearts become more and more free from selfishness
and sin, more and more will this proper, high standard of Love be
appreciated by us and perfected in us. Our minds will be influenced
by this Love; and all of our conduct, our thoughts, will come under
the same regulation.

To have, then, this Love of God perfected in us, would seem to
indicate that we would have the very highest ideal --that we love as
God loves. We love our neighbor--we realize that he has certain
rights which we are glad to respect. We would rather help our
neighbors forward than to do anything which might hinder their
progress in any way. God is not an envious, jealous, hateful God,
but the God of Love. God is the true God, and not the one who is set
up in our creeds.

As we appreciate the Word of God, it gives us the necessary in-
struction and guidance. All sin is selfishness, and all selfishness is
sin. As the child of God comes to see the character of God more

clearly, as he is desirous of being taught of God, he will come under
the influence of God's Spirit. And he will study the Word and get
clearer insight into it. Thus we grow in the knowledge of God. It is a
progressive matter. God wishes all of His intelligent creatures to be
animated by the spirit of His Word--Love.

LOVE BASED ON FAITH

We see that the love above described would not be a love based
on ignorance. On the contrary, it is a love based on a clear
knowledge of God, on an undissembled faith, a faith fully appreciat-
ing what He has said. For instance, one might have a certain love for
God, and by and by a clearer understanding of God's character might
shake that kind of love. God's intention is that mankind shall under-
stand His arrangements thoroughly; and if they then appreciate His
character, they will have the undissembled faith, and a love that
appreciates all the features of His Plan.

We all see that in our experiences God gives us instruction re-
specting Himself. As we come to know Him, and to love Him be-
cause we know Him, we are proportionately getting this faith in
Him of the undissembled kind. It is a faith based on a knowledge of
God's character and Plan. An angel may be said to have faith-- a
well rounded out faith. "The Father seeketh such to worship Him as
worship Him in spirit and in truth." And God wishes that all of His
intelligent creatures shall worship Him from this standpoint of un-
dissembled faith-- a faith that is genuine, a faith that is well rounded
out, knitted together, a consistent faith. Therefore God wishes to
have all men come to the knowledge of the Truth.-- | Tim. 2:4.

God's arrangement is that we first make use of what truth we
have, and thus have more appreciation; then more knowledge, and
then more appreciation. A well rounded out knowledge is not yet
possessed by any except the Church, and we do not have full
knowledge. But it is God's will that we shall all come to an appreci-
ation of the Truth. It is not to be merely a knowledge, but a full en-
tering into it that we may the more appreciate it. "This is life eternal,
that they might know Thee," that we should become personally and
intimately acquainted with the Lord. In order to this, it is necessary
that we apply our hearts to this Wisdom, that we grow in grace,
grow in knowledge, that we may know His Love.

This will also be the procedure in the next Age. The object of
Christ's Kingdom will be to bring mankind to a full, clear apprecia-
tion of God's character. Such as attain this and sympathetically enjoy
God's character will appreciate the principles of Justice, Love and
Mercy represented in Him. Only as one appreciates these qualities in
his own heart can he appreciate them in God. Only those who appre-
ciate them will have everlasting life. Even though such should enjoy
the full thousand years, they still might not be of the class to whom
God would give everlasting life.

THE END OF THE LAW IS LOVE

It is not merely faith that is necessary--not even the well round-
ed out faith--there must be a pure heart also. We could not get the
well rounded faith unless we had a pure heart. A pure heart would
be a fully consecrated heart--the whole mind given up to the Lord's
will. Such a condition is necessary before we can enter into and
make progress in the Lord's way. God would not accept us at all
unless we had love and purity of heart. And even more than this is
necessary. We must maintain it with a good conscience. Our con-
sciences must be able to say, "I have not only a good wish respecting
the right, but | have good endeavors." We should not only be able to
say, "l did right,” but our consciences should be able to say, "I did
the very best | was able to do." Anything short of this would not be
pleasing to God.

So, then, the end, or intention, of the Divine Law is to develop
in us this love--a love fully consecrated to the Lord, a love like His,
a love that will be in accord with a good conscience and an undis-
sembled faith--a faith that is well founded on the teachings of God's
Word, a faith that is anxious to know God's will, and that searches
the Scriptures and delights in God's Law, and that can say as the
Psalmist has expressed it prophetically, "I delight to do Thy will, O
my God!"

A man may discern the principle of justice and say, "There is
the standard one must go by." Another sees love, and says, "There is
the best standard! Is not that grand? | wish to conform to that fully!"
A third recognizes that perfection is the standard of the Divine Law,
and having consecrated himself unreservedly to do the will of God,
says, "Thy Law, O God, is my delight." This one delights in God's
Justice, he delights in God's Love. He sees more than merely, Thou
shalt, and Thou shalt not. He sees things from God's standpoint. He
sees the principles of God's character which govern the universe. So
all who will ever come to an appreciation of everlasting life must
learn to view matters from the standpoint of Love.




